
 
 
 
May 8, 2018 
  
TO: Interested Parties 
FR: DSCC 
RE: Fast Facts About Republican Primaries in Indiana, Ohio & West Virginia 

  
Republicans hope tonight’s primaries – the first in a series of bruising contests unfolding across the 
country – conclude a messy chapter that has dragged down their midterm campaigns. However, the 
candidates who emerge in Indiana, Ohio and West Virginia will be damaged and at a significant 
disadvantage headed into the general election. 
  
1. Republican Candidates Focused on Political Attacks – Not Voters 
 
A quick look at the primary coverage shows the candidates were more focused on bitter politics at the 
expense of speaking to voters who will decide these elections in November. Consider these two 
reports on the final debates in Indiana and West Virginia: 

  
WIBC: Final Debate: Republican Candidates Sling Mud, One Attacks Moderator. All three 
Republican candidates for U.S. Senate are liars, according to what they consistently say about 
one another. They all continued down that path in the final debate, hosted by the Indiana 
Debate Commission, Monday evening. 
  
ABC: WV GOP Senate candidates at debate focus more on slinging insults than state 
issues. Before a live audience in the college town of Morgantown, the three Republican front-
runners, Congressman Evan Jenkins, current state Attorney General Patrick Morrisey and 
former coal executive Don Blankenship, took turns torching each other over their records, 
proving who's the most loyal to President Donald Trump and arguing over who's most willing to 
"drain the swamp." But amid the insults, the candidates missed opportunities to talk about 
solutions to real issues facing the state. 

  
The candidates wasted the last year focusing on themselves and how to cut down their opponents. 
The Indiana contest has been described as a “circular firing squad” while West Virginia devolved into 
a  “vicious” and “ugly” “free-for-all.” The rancor comes with ramifications for the GOP’s nominee:  
  

Washington Post: From ‘unhinged’ to DUIs: How Indiana Republicans’ vicious Senate 
primary could haunt them in November. There's no denying that no matter which 
Republican wins Tuesday, Republicans made this race much more competitive — for 
themselves. 
  
IndyStar: GOP's primary targets. All of the vitriol may make the general election more 
difficult to navigate. 
  
Slate: West Virginia Republicans Hobble to the Finish Line. One outlandish candidate 
provided the comic relief, while the two more likely candidates awkwardly dodged and seized 
on any opportunity to batter each other with sludge. In short, it was a great night for 
Democratic Sen. Joe Manchin. 

https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/conservatives-bitter-battles-headaches-gop-key-senate-primaries/story?id=54675773
http://www.wibc.com/news/local-news/final-debate-republican-candidates-sling-mud-one-attacks-moderator
https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/wv-gop-senate-candidates-debate-focus-slinging-insults/story?id=54868701
https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/wv-gop-senate-candidates-debate-focus-slinging-insults/story?id=54868701
http://abcnews.go.com/topics/business/CEOs/don-blankenship.htm
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/politics-news/gop-candidates-circular-firing-squad-ahead-indiana-senate-primary-n869721
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/appalachia-infighting-west-virginia-ag-patrick-morrisey-slams-rep-evan-jenkins-in-senate-bid-announcement/article/2628201
http://wvpublic.org/post/2018-senate-race-starting-crowd-still-15-months-out#stream/0
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/first-read/biggest-races-watch-2018-grudge-matches-ideological-battles-wild-cards-n846461?cid=sm_npd_nn_tw_mtp
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-fix/wp/2018/05/02/from-unhinged-to-duis-how-indiana-republicans-vicious-senate-primary-could-haunt-them-in-november/?utm_term=.fe125d9e5fae
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-fix/wp/2018/05/02/from-unhinged-to-duis-how-indiana-republicans-vicious-senate-primary-could-haunt-them-in-november/?utm_term=.fe125d9e5fae
https://www.indystar.com/story/opinion/columnists/varvel/2018/05/02/cartoonist-gary-varvel-gops-primary-targets/571798002/
https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2018/05/west-virginia-republicans-duel-in-ugly-senate-debate.html


  
Each of the candidates has sacrificed his standing with the general electorate by adopting a divisive 
tone, resorting to personal attacks and demonstrating blind partisanship –all of which is out-of-step 
with voters and reinforces how these Republican candidates are only looking out for themselves. 
  
2. Tonight’s “Winner” Has a Lot of Explaining to Do 
 
These reports – and what voters have learned about their GOP nominee – speak for themselves. 
  

INDIANA 
 Congressman Luke Messer 
  

• Indy Star: While still finishing his last year in the State House, Messer joined the lobbying firm 
Ice Miller, raising ethical concerns about the revolving door. [Indy Star, 4/20/18] 

  
• Associated Press: Indiana candidate’s DC-area home complicates Senate 

campaign.  [AP, 11/17/17] 
    

• Messer didn’t disclose DUIs when he replaced lawmaker killed by drunken 
driver.  [IndyStar, 4/19/18] 

  
• IndyStar: Messer gave money to fellow Congressman Jim Renacci, in what experts said may 

have been an improper straw donor scheme. [Indy Star, 4/27/18] 
  
Congressman Todd Rokita 
  

• Associated Press: Rokita “likely violated ethics laws” with donor database.  [Associated 
Press, 4/12/18] 

  
• Channeling Mourdock, Rokita said natural disasters that harm Hoosiers are “God’s 

will.” [NUVO, 7/25/17] 
  

• Politico headline: The agonizing, 8-page memo on how to chauffeur a congressman. 
[Politico, 8/18/17] 

  
• IndyStar: Rokita gave money to fellow Congressman Jim Renacci, in what experts said may 

have been an improper straw donor scheme. [Indy Star, 4/27/18] 
  
State Representative Mike Braun 
  

• Associated Press: “Braun’s rhetoric, business record don’t line up.”  [AP, 5/1/18] 
  

• IndyStar: Senate candidate Braun pushed legislation benefiting his industry as a state 
lawmaker.  [IndyStar, 4/6/18] 

  
• Headline: “Vote to raise Indiana's gas tax could haunt GOP lawmakers.”  [Associated 

Press, 2/27/18] 
  

OHIO 
Congressman Jim Renacci 
  

https://www.indystar.com/story/news/politics/2018/04/20/luke-messer-gop-establishment-favorite-says-childhood-lessons-taught-him-perseverance/532368002/
https://wtop.com/real-estate/2017/11/indiana-candidates-dc-area-home-complicates-senate-campaign/
https://www.indystar.com/story/news/politics/2018/04/19/luke-messer-indiana-primary-2018-senate-race-didnt-disclose-duis-when-lawmaker-drunk-driving/511788002/
https://www.indystar.com/story/news/politics/2018/04/27/rokita-messer-deny-wrongdoing-possible-straw-donor-scheme/551177002/
https://apnews.com/8a68ad589e504ab8913125a975391c94
https://www.nuvo.net/news/politics/rokita-s-god-s-will-comment-spurs-campaign-preview/article_2d26084e-7151-11e7-972b-f7bd9ff4dac2.html
https://www.politico.com/story/2017/08/18/todd-rokita-boss-aides-staff-instructions-241709
https://www.indystar.com/story/news/politics/2018/04/27/rokita-messer-deny-wrongdoing-possible-straw-donor-scheme/551177002/
https://www.myjournalcourier.com/news/politics/article/Indiana-candidate-s-rhetoric-business-record-12878144.php
https://www.indystar.com/story/news/politics/2018/04/06/mike-braun-indiana-primary-2018-senate-race-ethics-concerns-timber-industry/490093002/
https://wtop.com/national/2018/02/ap-fact-check-gop-senate-hopefuls-twist-truth-in-nasty-race/


• Cincinnati Enquirer: Renacci employed a “straw donor scheme” to funnel nearly $27,000 from 
his federal congressional campaign to his state gubernatorial campaign in an attempt to skirt 
Ohio campaign finance limits. [Cincinnati Enquirer, 4/5/18] 

  
• Associated Press: Renacci “failed to disclose nearly $50,000 in political contributions while 

registered as a Washington lobbyist.” [AP, 3/28/18] 
  

• Renacci remained a registered lobbyist for more than four months while serving in 
Congress. [AP, 3/28/18] 

  
• Columbus Dispatch: Renacci “stops just short of violating congressional rules” with fundraising 

tactics. [Columbus Dispatch, 4/22/18] 
  

• Renacci has missed the highest percentage of votes of any Ohio member of Congress in 
2017. [Cleveland.com, 2/20/18] 

  
Mike Gibbons 
  

• Gibbons invested in Luna Living, an “alternative opioid treatment center,” that many experts 
have said was “ineffective and possibly dangerous.” [U.S. Senate, Gibbons Personal Financial 
Disclosure, filed 10/5/17; Cleveland.com, 4/28/18] 

  
• Gibbons supported the Republican health care plan that spikes premiums by 20 percent, strips 

coverage for pre-existing conditions, and imposes an age tax on older Americans. 
[Congressional Budget Office, 3/13/17; AARP, 3/15/17] 

  
• Gibbons supports the 2017 GOP tax bill that provides giveaways to big corporations and the 

wealthiest few at the expense of the middle class. [Sandusky Register, 11/15/17] 
  

WEST VIRGINIA 
Congressman Evan Jenkins 
  

• Morrisey Claimed That Rep. Evan Jenkins Violated Rules While Serving In The West Virginia 
State Senate By Lobbying [West Virginia Record, 10/30/17] 
 

• Republicans Said “It’s Clear That Evan Jenkins Will Say And Do Anything To Further His 
Political Career, Even If Every Other Word Is Laced With Hypocritical Baloney.”   [West 
Virginia Record, 10/30/17] 

   
• Jenkins supports the Republican Healthcare Plan that spikes premiums by 20 percent, strips 

coverage for pre-existing conditions and imposes an age tax on older Americans. Charleston 
Gazette-Mail, 7/9/17] 

  
Patrick Morrisey 
  

• Morrisey spent eight years as a Washington lobbyist [Politico, 5/1/18] 
    

• Morrisey Said That He Would Have Voted For The 2017 GOP Tax Bill If He Were In The 
Senate.  [WAJR, Talkline with Hoppy Kercheval, 1/3/18] 

  

https://www.cincinnati.com/story/news/politics/2018/04/05/critics-say-rep-jim-renacci-may-have-used-straw-donor-scheme-fund-state-campaign-account/491033002/
https://apnews.com/1b09f6ccd51e4da2bceb81afc3eb60e3
https://apnews.com/1b09f6ccd51e4da2bceb81afc3eb60e3
http://www.dispatch.com/news/20180422/capital-insider--tiberis-war-chest-pays-for-ads-parties
http://cleveland.com/
applewebdata://62DEFDC4-0C95-49E2-A1A1-8E64FA28E9BB/Rep.%20Jim%20Renacci%20missed%20the%20highest%20percentage%20of%202017%20congressional%20votes%20of%20any%20Ohioan
https://efdsearch.senate.gov/search/view/annual/280fa710-149f-4bef-8139-c1c7b5368395/
http://www.cleveland.com/healthfit/index.ssf/2018/04/a_disservice_to_people_us_sena_1.html
https://www.cbo.gov/publication/52486
https://www.aarp.org/politics-society/advocacy/info-2017/healthcare-bill-will-increase-premiums.html
http://www.sanduskyregister.com/story/201711150030
https://wvrecord.com/stories/511257223-morrisey-s-campaign-calls-jenkins-a-hypocrite-over-time-in-legislature
https://wvrecord.com/stories/511257223-morrisey-s-campaign-calls-jenkins-a-hypocrite-over-time-in-legislature
https://www.wvgazettemail.com/opinion/gazette-editorial-health-and-prosperity-or-poverty-and-disease/article_9008ec19-2731-58fc-95d6-2f7f88c1296f.html
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/morning-score/2018/05/01/lobbyists-fuel-outsider-morrisey-198813


• Morrisey is from New Jersey and ran for Congress there in 2000. He was repeatedly attacked 
for his “New Jersey approach” in the West Virginia Republican Senate primary.[Fox 
News, 4/26/18] 

  
Don Blankenship 
  

• Bloomberg: “Blankenship was jailed for contributing to the worst coal mine disaster in a 
generation.” [Bloomberg, 3/19/18] 

  
• NRSC Chair, Senator Gardner, on Blankenship: “Do they let ankle bracelets get out of the 

house?” [Associated Press, 4/29/18] 
  

• Politico: National Republicans are growing increasingly worried that Blankenship will win the 
primary, but “would be a surefire loser” against Manchin. [Politico, 3/20/18] 

  
  
One more note: like every other Republican Senate candidate, each of the above backed their 
party’s unpopular health care agenda that is driving up premiums and increasing costs for 
families across the country. Aside from the personal baggage, the nominees in Indiana, Ohio and 
West Virginia will need to explain to voters why they would jeopardize pre-existing condition coverage 
and impose an age tax on Americans. 
  
3. The Resource Gap 
 
Republicans spent the bulk of their remarkably few resources to make it this far. 
  
The IndyStar declared the Indiana race “the most expensive in the country” with “candidates spending 
$1 million on ads in the final week.” More reporting from the Star confirm Representative Braun spent 
more than $3.1 million on media advertising alone, followed by Rokita and Messer at $1.26 million 
each. Meanwhile, Joe Donnelly raised more than the other candidates combined last quarter and has 
$6.4 million cash-on-hand. 
  
After sinking millions in his abandoned gubernatorial run, Renacci poured $4 million into his Senate 
primary bid. If he wins, he’ll be up against Sherrod Brown, who has $11.8 million cash on hand thanks 
to 129,161 individuals who have contributed this cycle. 
  
West Virginia is the third most expensive primary to date, where spending hit $7.7 million. 
Congressman Jenkins and Morrisey struggled with fundraising for the last year, barely breaking 
$300,000 in the final fundraising quarter before their primary. Meanwhile, Joe Manchin has $5.4 
million. 
  
The Bottom Line 
 
There are no winners from tonight’s GOP primary battles – only weakened candidates who are 
limping into the general election. These intra-party battles have drained resources, exposed the flaws 
in their nominee, and driven their campaigns out of step with the general electorate. The damage 
their nominee has sustained will only continue dragging down their campaign and don’t forget – this 
GOP dynamic is set to repeat itself in Senate race after race in the months ahead.  
  

### 
  
 

http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2018/04/25/senate-primary-gets-nasty-this-is-west-virginia-not-nj-are-respectable.html
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2018-03-19/the-ex-con-coal-baron-running-for-senate-in-west-virginia
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/sns-bc-us--2018-midterms-west-virginia-senate-20180428-story.html
https://www.politico.com/story/2018/03/20/west-virginia-senate-republicans-blankenship-472050
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2018/05/01/trumps-former-health-secretary-americans-will-pay-more-because-gop-weakened-obamacare/?utm_term=.320e57359d4a
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2018/05/01/trumps-former-health-secretary-americans-will-pay-more-because-gop-weakened-obamacare/?utm_term=.320e57359d4a
https://www.indystar.com/story/news/politics/2018/05/03/indiana-senate-race-ad-spending-heres-what-we-know/573976002/
https://www.indystar.com/story/news/politics/2018/05/03/indiana-senate-race-ad-spending-heres-what-we-know/573976002/

