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TO: Interested Parties

FR: Christie Roberts, DSCC Executive Director

RE: One Year Out, Senate Democrats Strongly Positioned To Protect & Expand Our Majority

One year out from the 2022 election, three important factors are shaping the dynamics of Senate races and
setting the stage for Democrats to protect and expand our Senate majority:

1) Flawed Republican candidates.
2) Vicious, expensive Republican primaries -- intensified by Trump.
3) Strong Democratic incumbents who are building formidable campaign operations.

Coupled with a favorable map, GOP retirements and a winning economic contrast with Republicans, these
factors are laying the groundwork for Democrats’ success in 2022. Here’s the state of the Senate campaign
one year out:

Flawed Republican Candidates
The Washington Post: “Domestic violence, sexual abuse: A number of Senate GOP candidates have to answer
for ugly allegations.”

Across the Senate battlegrounds, Republican candidates -- many of whom are backed by Trump -- are facing
scrutiny over major personal and political vulnerabilities.

e In Georgia: Trump endorsed candidate Hershel Walker “repeatedly threatened his ex-wife’s life,
exaggerated claims of financial success and alarmed business associates with unpredictable behavior.”

e In Nevada: Trump endorsed candidate Adam Laxalt had to testify in court about his involvement in a
Trump campaign finance scandal. Now Nevada Republicans are urging Trump to reverse his

endorsement.
e In Pennsylvania: “Wife of Trump-Backed Senate Candidate Sean Parnell Claims He Strangled Her,

Beat Their Children.”

e In Wisconsin: Editorial boards have called out Ron Johnson for his conspiracy theories and economic
hypocrisy, writing “Ron Johnson is a crook,” “the most irresponsible representative of Wisconsin citizens

since the infamous Sen. Joseph R. McCarthy” and “unfit to represent Wisconsin in the U.S. Senate.”

Vicious, Expensive Republican Primaries
Axios: “GOP Attacks lts Own.”

Backed by multi-million dollar advertising campaigns, Republican Senate candidates are engaged in open
warfare -- and deploying surprisingly personal attacks. This dynamic has intensified as they compete for
Trump’s endorsement or to disqualify his chosen candidate.


https://www.dscc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/OpenLabs-DSCC-Memo.pdf
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2021/10/28/herschel-walker-sean-parnell-josh-mandel-past/
https://apnews.com/article/lifestyle-sports-nfl-college-football-coronavirus-pandemic-5e2875eec11e93f9a3bf1fc859137ff8
https://apnews.com/article/lifestyle-sports-nfl-college-football-coronavirus-pandemic-5e2875eec11e93f9a3bf1fc859137ff8
https://thenevadaindependent.com/article/in-trial-testimony-laxalt-recalls-too-little-to-resolve-his-lev-and-igor-story
https://thenevadaindependent.com/article/in-trial-testimony-laxalt-recalls-too-little-to-resolve-his-lev-and-igor-story
https://www.reviewjournal.com/news/politics-and-government/nevada/major-gop-backer-urges-trump-to-drop-laxalt-2466655/
https://www.reviewjournal.com/news/politics-and-government/nevada/major-gop-backer-urges-trump-to-drop-laxalt-2466655/
http://rollingstone.com/politics/politics-news/wife-of-trump-backed-senate-candidate-sean-parnell-claims-he-strangled-her-beat-their-children-1251824/
http://rollingstone.com/politics/politics-news/wife-of-trump-backed-senate-candidate-sean-parnell-claims-he-strangled-her-beat-their-children-1251824/
https://madison.com/ct/opinion/editorial/editorial-ron-johnson-is-a-crook/article_9001d5cd-65d6-533b-9283-5453c28ec301.html
https://www.jsonline.com/story/opinion/2021/06/30/ron-johnsons-anti-science-crusade-harms-wisconsin-vaccination-drive/7802794002/
https://www.jsonline.com/story/opinion/2021/06/30/ron-johnsons-anti-science-crusade-harms-wisconsin-vaccination-drive/7802794002/
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/solutions/2021/01/05/ron-johnsons-dangerous-shilling-trump-makes-him-unfit-senate/4138135001/
https://www.axios.com/gop-attacks-candidates-senate-primaries-7c47efa5-df9e-46fe-936f-33c5b04d7c4d.html

e In Arizona: A group supporting Blake Masters has launched a television ad which “blasts” Mark
Brnovich over his insufficient past support for Trump’s election fraud claims.

e In Georgia: Gary Black has launched “all out attacks against Herschel Walker” over his past domestic
violence allegations.

e In Pennsylvania: Republicans “have already gone nuclear on one another” -- with Bartos calling Parnell
“unelectable” and the Parnell campaign calling on Bartos to drop out of the race, saying he is “an
unserious man.”

e In North Carolina: Groups backing Trump endorsed candidate Ted Budd have attacked Pat McCrory in
television ads, calling him a “disloyal. liberal, loser” for failing to previously support Trump.

e In Ohio: Two pro-Mandel super PACsc have launched a nearly $1 million ad buy attacking JD Vance for
his previous opposition to Trump.

These primary dynamics have also led Republican Senate candidates to take issue positions that are out of
step with general election voters in their states. The Washington Post detailed how candidates in Nevada,
Pennsylvania, and Arizona have oriented their campaigns around support for Trump’s election fraud, while
CNN highlighted how GOP Senate candidates are opposing the bipartisan infrastructure bill championed by
the Republican senators they want to succeed.

Strong Democratic Incumbents Building Formidable Campaigns
The Hill: “Democratic incumbents bolster fundraising advantage in key Senate races.”

As Republican candidates disqualify each other, our strong Democratic incumbents are laying the groundwork
for victory.

Senators Hassan, Kelly, Cortez Masto and Warnock are battle-tested vote-getters who have out-performed the
top of the ticket or won tough races in challenging national environments. And they are building the campaign
infrastructure needed to win -- demonstrating “fundraising might” while holding “multimillion-dollar campaign
cash advantages.”

In their states they’ve already begun highlighting their record of accomplishments -- like the infrastructure bill's
investments in jobs, clean drinking water, wildfire management and commuter rail.

The Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee is also making unprecedented early investments, including
the earliest and largest investment in field organizing and voter protection programs in the committee’s history.

The bottom line: While we are taking nothing for granted, one year out Senate Democrats have a clear
advantage in races across the map. Flawed Republican recruits -- coupled with vicious intra-party fights -- are
damaging the GOP’s prospects. Senate Democrats are delivering on our promises and laying the groundwork
for successful campaigns. And as we prepare to enter the next phase of the campaign, Democrats are strongly
positioned to protect and expand our Senate majority.


https://www.azmirror.com/blog/super-pac-funded-by-masters-ally-blasts-brnovich-over-false-election-fraud-claims/
https://www.ajc.com/politics/politics-blog/inside-gary-blacks-all-out-attacks-against-herschel-walker/TSJLLPGJVBB3RC4TZHHZAXSCVY/
https://www.nationaljournal.com/s/715038/could-an-ugly-senate-primary-hamper-pennsylvania-republicans/?emci=8cd8d63d-7e2b-ec11-981f-c896653b9208&emdi=06c13173-882b-ec11-981f-c896653b9208&ceid=23034965
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2021/09/20/jeff-bartos-calls-sean-parnell-unelectable-senate-race-2022-pennsylvania/
https://www.padems.com/icymi-unelectable-vs-unserious-pa-gop-candidates-ramp-up-attacks-on-each-other/
https://www.padems.com/icymi-unelectable-vs-unserious-pa-gop-candidates-ramp-up-attacks-on-each-other/
https://www.ncdp.org/media/latest-negative-attack-ad-in-ncsen-gop-primary-another-sign-of-messy-expensive-infighting/
https://www.politico.com/news/2021/10/23/jd-vance-ohio-senate-trump-comments-516865
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2021/09/10/dangerous-trend-among-gop-candidates-shows-trump-threat-is-here-stay/
https://www.cnn.com/2021/08/06/politics/infrastructure-republican-senate-candidates/index.html
https://thehill.com/homenews/campaign/577034-democratic-incumbents-bolster-fundraising-advantage-in-key-senate-races
https://www.cnn.com/2021/10/15/politics/senate-fundraising-third-quarter/index.html
https://www.wsj.com/articles/senate-democratic-incumbents-outraise-their-republican-challengers-11634359765
https://www.wsj.com/articles/senate-democratic-incumbents-outraise-their-republican-challengers-11634359765
https://www.wrdw.com/2021/08/20/watch-live-warnock-comes-augusta-discuss-infrastructure-plan/
https://www.kold.com/2021/08/13/infrastructure-bill-brings-billions-arizona-tucson/
https://www.rgj.com/story/news/politics/2021/08/10/infrastructure-bill-nevada-get-least-3-billion-road-repairs/5556012001/
https://www.unionleader.com/news/politics/national/bipartisan-infrastructure-bill-that-nh-senators-helped-negotiate-clears-senate/article_60e7085f-a21a-5cbe-824c-dc2a306a19ef.html
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/elections/democrats-launch-30-million-field-organizing-program-keep-senate-control-n1279758
https://www.cnn.com/2021/06/15/politics/dscc-voter-protection-midterms/index.html

